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Foreword

In October 2005, the General Conference of UNESCO adopled by acclamation
the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights. For the first time
in the history of bicethics, Member States committed themselves and the
internalional community to respect and apply the fundamental principles

of bioethics set forth within a single text.

In dealing with ethical issues raised by medicine, lite sciences and associated
technclogies as applied to human beings, the Declaration, as reflected in its fitle,
anchors the principles it endorses in the rules that govern respect for human
dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms. By enshrining bioethics

in international human rights and by ensuring respect for the life of human beings,

the Decloration recognizes the interrelation between ethics and human rights

in the specific field of bioethics.

Universal Declaration

on Bioethics
and Human Rights

Together with the Declaration, the General Conference of UNESCC adopled
a resolution which calls upon Member States to make every effort to give effect
to the principles set out in the Declaration and invites me to take appropriate steps
to ensure the follow-up to the Declaration, including its widest possible

dissemination,

This brochure constitutes a first tool for the dissemination of the Declaration
and is aimed at contributing significantly to knowledge of the Declaration
warldwide and to understanding of the principles set out therein, so that human
beings everywhere can benefit from the advances of science and technology

within the framework of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Koichiro Matsuura

s —




This Agreemant in ente

On 23 November, 2010 a
Memorandum was signed on behalf of
the Director-General of UNESCO
Director of the UNESCO Moscow office
Dendev Badarch and on behalf of
Yerevan State Medical University after
M. Heratsi consultant Susanna
Davtyan.

Signed on behalf of the Director-General of UNESCO
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